Me Jackpot and the Stash of Caéh

Student Activities

Activity Activity Title Focus
Number
One Nothinﬁ’s Banned! Credtm9 humorous ideds
Two What Could H“FPQ” Next? Plannin3 interesting narratives dand credting
humorous ideds
Three Similes and Metaphors Using similes and metaphors to make a story
come to life
Four Change the Name Changing the titles of TV shows and writing
summdry of the new show
Five What’s Your 5049 §a9m9? Usin{g bodg language in nareatives to convey
character emotions
Six Describe an Entry Writing an interesting and detailed entry for
your main chardcter
Seven Not Just a Personal Profile Creating a main character dand ensuring you
know everything dbout them
Eiﬁht Character Equations Expressing d chdrdcter’s personality in d
mdathematical equation
Nine News Flash Writing a report, to be redd by d news redder,
of a school-yard incident
Ten Dice Footy Playing a game of ootball using dice dand
practising addition and the six times-tables
Fleven Spend Up Btg Spendin9 one willion dollars and recording
purchases and practising subtraction
Twelve Configure This Using creativity to devise different
configurations for classes to trdvel in
Thirteen Dress Your Age Describing d character’s clothes and ensuring
they match their age and personality
Fourteen Reverse the Roles Reversing the roles of characters to credte
interesting plots
Fifteen Awesowme Introductions Writing engaging introductions for a cldss mate
Sixteen What Did It Say? Using clues in the text to make inferences

dbout the contents of a letter




Activitg 1

Nothinlg’s Bdnned!

e ———— e ———— )

Glitter is banned,” said Nathan, ‘Scur’r’yz’nj for a broom.
We dont have 4 teacher,” Holly reminded him. So nothing s banned.”
Noth/ny’s banned, awesome!” Pete slammed his head face-first into a computer keyboard.

At the start of Mr Jackpot and the Stash of Cash, Grade B has no teacher. According to Pete
dnd Hng, no tedacher medns nothing is banned. Make d list of the top 10 things you would do if
nothing was banned in your classroom.

1.

10.

Select your favourite ided dnd deveiop it into d ndarrative.



Activitg 2

What Could Happen Next ?

e ———— - -

A defiant smirk flashed across Radley’s face. He gripped the footy over his right foot, stepped
forward and launched his dirty shoe at the falling ball.

Radley, report to the office immediately,” announced Mr Jackpot.

Thump! The ball thudded on the ground

One strateqy dn dauthor uses to come up with idedas is to ask, ‘What happens next?” By brain-
storming all the options the duthor can then péck the best idea to include in their story. Below is an
example:

.............................

{ : ' Mre Jackpot makes Radley
é Me Jackpot votes Radley out : spin the Wheel of

P e e e e I TR R

N

of the school Misfortune

Radley kicks a football despite
footy being banned at Outback
Creek Primary School
What happens next?

The football flies off
Radley’s boot and goes over
Me Thompson’s fence

; Mp Jackpot smothers i
! Radley’s kick, plays on and :
i kicks huse Soal !

e
-t

.............................

If you've read Mr Jackpot and the Stash of Cash, you'll know that Mr Jackpot makes Radley spin
the Wheel of Misfortune. Brainstorm options for what could follow the \CoHowinB situdtions:

A student burps loudly during silent reading

A boy is Zooming down d slide when he notices huge, muddy puddie at the bottom

A teacher walks into your class dressed as d cowbay

A girl opens her funch and finds she has yabbed her dad’s lunch by mistake



Activitg 3

Similes and Metaphors

e — e —————

With styled black hair, sparkling teeth and deep dim/:/es, Mr Jackpot was more perfect than Nathan's
last .spe///nj test.

Similes and metaphors make d story come to life by makmg descriptions more vivid. They are two
difforent things but basically they both occur when dn duthor compdres one thing to another.

Credte your own bg \Cméshms the ﬁoHowinB sentences:

1. Ndthdn hit the buttons on his calculator like

2. Holly kicked the footy like

= Mr Thompson Srowled like

4. Me Jackpot's hair Slistened like

5. The Solden envelope slid under the door like

Use the lines below to write your own similes dnd metaphors:




Activity 2

Cha nge the Nawe

Pete read £rom the letter. ‘You've seen him on Disaster Chef and 5{9 Bother,

[t can be fun to change the names of television shows. 53 changing Masterchef to Disaster Chef, it
con\jures visions of chefs blowénﬁ thmgs up in the kitchen! Think of sowme television shows, or scdn the
TV 3uide, and change the names of the shows:

Original Name of the TV Show Your New Name for the TV Show

Disaster Chef will deterwine which chef can prepare the best weals using explosives instedad of ovens.
The winner receives d brand new, stainless steel kitchen ... dnd a rocket lduncher! Pick the
favourite ndame of a4 TV show you made up. Write dn interesting paragmph explainmg what happens

on your show:




Activitg 5)

What's Your Body Saying?

e ———— — e

Pete read £rom the letter. ‘You've seen him on Disaster Chef and 5{9 Bother,
Our quest wasn't satistied. ‘Louder dnddoive it some oomph!” He pum/:ed his fists as he spoke.

A character’s body lanquage can say as much about them as the words they actually speak. Someone
saying nice work with d biﬁ grin cdn be totally different to someone saying the same words with
their hands on their hips. Think of the body language you'd use For d chardcter to show the
#oiiowing emotions:

Angrg

Bored

Fxcited

3cared

Nervous

Happy




Activitg 6

Describe an Entrg

6:’mmn§ like the winner of a mega- showcase, the Crazy Relief Teacher burst through the door as if
he'd been sucking on happy gas since birth,

His arms swung like windmills.

His legs kicked like a line- dancer.

His hair remained perfectly still

Sprinting laps of the classroom, Mr Jackpot slapped every hand within a three-metre radius. The
hyperactive host skidded in front of the bookstand, stood legs apart and formed quns with his hands.
‘Pow, pow, pow!” He fired across the classroom,

Mr Jackpot does his best to make a Bl entrance. He acts like a gameshow host by domg
exaggemted movewments dnd cheesy actions. Write ¢ suitable entry for the chardcters below:

A ballering:

A person who rides bulls at a rodeo:

A clown:

On the back of the page write dn entrdnce for a character of your choice.



Activitg 7

Not Just a Personal Profile

—_———— —

E————

Mr Jdck/;ot flung paper behind his back, under his leg and over his head. It slid onto our tables. ‘|
like to know my contestants, he exp/dined. Write gour details. name, nicknames, interests and
specia/ talents.

[t's importdnt ds dn author that you know your chdracters, Credte your own chardacter bg Fiiling out
the Fer&onal pro@ile about thew:

Persondl Profile
Ndwme:

Nickndwe:

l\ge:

He:ght:

Weight:

Job:

Family:

Fdvourite saying:

Distinsuishéng fedtures:

Now you've cregted dn interesting chdrdcter, it’s time 1o reaHg get to know thew. Answer the
FoHowinS questions about your character:

What qualities would they look for in a best friend?
Would you be friends with your chardcter?
Have they had a hard life or an edsy one?

What is your character’s favourite book dnd wmovie?



Activitg 3

Character Equations

A = e ™

Pete chdnjed his profile again. ‘World Chicken Wrestling Champion, he read /Jroud/y.
My friends hddjone crazy: cash crazq. Even Nathan's profile showed he wasn’t immune. ‘The
Equation of Nathan: N (Nathan) =F (Fun) x £ (Excitement) x infinity ... + 1

Ndthan writes an equdtion that he thinks describes his personality. With your knowledge of the
characters of Mr Jackpot dnd the Stash of Cash, write equations for the other characters in the
book.

Steele

Pete

Holly

Me Jackpot

Radley

Weadsel

Mp Thomp&on

hArs'Fhompson




Activitg 9

News Flash

R ———

Snatching her cue cards, Brittany Baxter leapt to her feet. “Welcome to this Outback Creek news
flash. A four car pile- up caused dramatic scenes in the sandpit yesterday. Fye- witness accounts
report a grade three failed to negotiate a sharp turn with his tip- truck. The yard duty teacher is
investigating i excess speed or fatigue from a maths test were to blame.

Brittany speaks like a news reader when reporting the sand- pit pile-up. She used words such ds
‘dramatic scenes’, ‘eye- witness dccounts’ dnd ‘excess speed’ to mdke the report seem official. Write
dn dccount, in the stgie of d news redder, reporting on the #ollowinﬁ school 9ard incidents:

A student droppins their pie on the canteen floor:

A ball bein3 kicked onto the roof:

A student walkms to detention:

Make up your own incident:




Activitg 10

Dice Footg

e

/Fooiy is like ddo&meshow,' [ said, {gnoring his comment. /Ea’chﬂodl (s d correct danswer worth six
pomi.s.’

Steele and his classmates dre preparing for the interschool football tourndament, the Qutback Creek
Cup. However, footy doesn't have to be plaged on a football oval. You can play it with dice. Grab
two dice and find an opponent. One dice is the goals dand the other is the points. Fach player rolls
both dice for each quarter. Multiply the goals dice by six points and add the points dice to Find your
score for edch quarter. The player with the bissest score after four quarters is the winner.

1st Qudrter 2nd Qudrter 2ol Qudrter 4th Qudrter Total
Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points
1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 2rd Qudrter 4th Quarter Total
Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points
1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 2rd Qudrter 4th Quarter Total
Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points
1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 2rd Quarter 4th Quarter Total
Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points
1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 2rd Quarter 4th Quarter Total
Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points
1st Quarter 2no Qudrter 2rd Quarter 4th Quarter Total
Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points | Goals Points




Activitg 11

Spend Up Big

For some raason Pete 3t1’//dqrmned. ‘Who cares about that old ball? I'll buy everyone in the school a

new footy.’
‘As if, /duLghed Weasel.
Il chuck in a set of goal posts, too, added Pete, ‘Right where the old ones were.’

Pete is hoping for a bés share of Mr Jackpot’s stash of cash. How would you spend d wdssive dmount
of woney? Pretend you have been given one millions dollars. List how you would spend every cent:

[tem Cost Amount of Money Remainins




Activity 12

Conﬁ‘gure This

Nathan added more fiqures to an already confusing page. ‘I'm experimenting with ditferent
con@umtz’on& for us to line up in, rather than pairs, which will enable us to travel around the

school more e#’ect:’vely,'

To impress Me Jackpot, Nathan is bmm—stormins different configurations For the cldss to move
dround the school, rather than iim’ns up in pairs. Think of some of your own con@iﬁurations for your
class to move daround your school. One has been done for you.

The Flgmg V




Activitg 13

Dress Your Age

Mr Thompson Lg/dred at Mr Jackpot. The old man's elastic Suspendem /:u//ed tightly over his checked
shirt, He /Jo/nted his wooden wa/kz'nﬂ stick at our tedcher.

When you create a character, it’s important to describe them to your readers. (s dlso important
that your chardcter wedrs clothes that match their dge and personaiétg. Write d description of the
clothes the {3ollowm3 characters would wear:

A rapper:

A cowboy:

A clown:

Make up your own chardcter:

Pick one of the dbove chardcters and write a paragraph descrébéng, their appearance:




Reverse the

———=——= =

The roles had been reversed. Mr Jdck/yot wr{%/ed in the hot seat, fidd/inj with his tie. ‘This feels
different, he muttered. ‘I've never been a contestant before.

Twisting the roles of people cdan wake for really interesting stories. List the possibilities that could
occur if these situdtions happened:

A parent lets their child be the adult for a day:

A tedacher lets da student teach:

A codch hands over the codching duties to the stdr player:

Make up your own situdation:

Select your Favourite situation dnd tuen it into 4 story.



Activitg 15

Awesome Introductions

Ho//y shot Mr Jackpot d wink as she jm'pped the door handle of the stordge room, “You've seen him
in detention. You've heard him d&kmj to swap snacks at recess. Today he's the host of Australia’s
newest gameshow. He's the Dar/z’nﬂ of Detention, the Guardian of 6arbo/ojy. Welcome Pete
Peterson!’

Holly does an awesomebjob of mtroducins Pete as the host of Fill the bap! Select d classmate then
interview them to find out important facts about your interviewee, Using your informdtion, write dn
dwesome introduction for your classmate.




Activitg 16

What Did It Say?

My heart raced as | /bu//ed the letter from the envelope. . On the yellow paper was small, neat
writing. It noted various footy achievements: /edjue best and ﬁdirest,jodl of the year, mostjodls
kicked in 4 sedson, the list went on.

In Me Jackpot dnd the Stash of Cash, Steele receives d letter from Mrs Thompson. However, the
exdct content of the letter is not revealed. Write what you think wds written in the letter:

-

Dear heete,




